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Hi, everyone! Welcome to “Akari’s Heart Read Aloud.”
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Here comes a section for those of you studying Japanese.
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If you're learning English, please go to the second half of this episode.
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Akari is your host, and | am her friend, Alice.
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Akari has been keeping a personal journal for years that captures her thoughts
and feelings about her daily life on Maui, Hawaii.
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In this podcast, the journal will be read in both Japanese and English, so if you
want to improve your listening skills in either language, this podcast will
provide a rich source of learning material. It’s like listening to someone’s diary.
Also, we hope that it's enjoyable for you even if you’re not currently learning
either language.
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In each episode, the first half is for those of you studying Japanese, and the
second half is for friends who are studying English.
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In both sections, you can listen to the script in the target language only first.
You can give it a try and see how much you understand. Then, you can listen to
Japanese text followed by English or vice versa, a paragraph at a time. This way,
you can check how accurate your listening was.
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Each episode has chapters for your convenience, which lets you jump to a
particular section of an episode. For now, this feature seems to be supported
only on Apple Podcast and my website. Also, the transcripts have the time
listed next to each section.
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At the end of each episode, we will explain a couple of vocabulary words and
idioms from the episode.
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You can visit AkariTranslations.com, and you will see both English and
Japanese transcripts. Again, that’s A-K-A-R-I Translations dot com.

(05:05 — 9:45) Japanese only HAX D&

(05:05 & again 9:45)

© 2021 Akari Translations. All rights reserved. 2



Akari’s Heart Read Aloud Transcript — Episode #007
“|etters from a Former Student and His Students #2334 & IFDOHZ F-bhH B DFHK"
For English Language Learners

IZHARK

w33 350A BA
Flxz Z+ 8 =FE. E*@jt? Al E2
S TWEFEWEED T L=TH E D

<o)

M. S 2016 EICY A EIC 1T BRIFY
£9,
| have been organizing short-term study abroad programs for Japanese and
American universities for several years. While all have been lovely groups of

young aspiring students, | fondly remember a particular group that came to
Maui for about a week in 2016.
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It was a small group, and 6 out of 7 students who were majoring in early
childhood education, studying to be school teachers. As | was also a
schoolteacher, | shared the same passion, and | arranged a preschool visit for
them. They read children’s books to the preschoolers and played with them.
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In 2017, | visited their university in Japan, and | got to see them again. Then |
kept in touch with them over social media.
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In 2019, they graduated, and one of them contacted me in 2021. Yuto Adachi
has become a second-grade teacher at his local public elementary school. The
news made me happy, but | was tickled even more when | heard that he had
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become a second-grade teacher because | was also a second-grade teacher at
a public school here on Maui.
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Mr. Adachi’s second graders were learning about foreign schools worldwide, so
he asked me if | could talk to his students over Zoom about how children on
Maui are learning. Besides his class, another second-grade class joined the
session, and | got to see many bright and adorable children on the screen. |
showed them some photos of Maui and answered their questions.
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The children were intrigued by the differences and similarities for each topic,
such as recess, what time school starts and ends, textbooks, wearing shoes
inside, school lunch, where they eat, and so on. They had many excellent
questions.
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At the end of 2021, | received letters from Mr. Adachi and his 36 students. What
a pleasant surprise that was!
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| felt honored to be invited to his class and meet his students whom he is
wholeheartedly interacting with every day. Seeing the college students, whom |
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had the privilege of hosting, moving onward with their lives and dreams fills my
heart with happiness.
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| wish him and all the other students | had the honor of interacting with all the
best, and | look forward to hosting future college groups.
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At Akari Translations, we provide custom short-term study abroad programs for
international groups. We will become a liaison between your university and the
targeted university. We will not only create customized short-term study
programs, but we’ll arrange all the necessary details to make each program a
successful and life-changing experience.
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i is something you’ve decided to do. It’s aspiration. Please look at the
kanji. You see Z on top of a heart, :». Z means to take the first step
forward and start moving, so & means to where a heart is headed. So, while
it can mean goals, it’s not so much, “l will get up at 6 am tomorrow!” & is
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more of a philosophy or mission. Therefore, a thought like, “l will start going
to bed early and getting up early, change my lifestyle, live healthily and
want to eventually give it back to the community” would be 7.
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E2% is a na-adjective, and it means to be earnest and sincere. The first
kanji means true or genuine. The second kanji means to grab something
securely. Do you see the kanji & (hand) there? Together, it means to grasp
something genuinely. When you are E£, you're putting all your might into
facing the matter.
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Please let me know if you have any questions or comments through the contact
form at AkariTraslations.com. That’s A-K-A-R-l Translations.com. We look

forward to seeing you next time!
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Here are Today’s English vocabulary/idioms:

(36:47)
e adorable - This is an adjective, and it basically means, “very, very cute.” It

brings up great affection toward certain things. When you look at a baby for
instance, you're inclined to say, “Aww.” At that moment, you are adoring it.
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(37:41)
e liaison — This is a noun, and it means a person or an agent that brings two
things together. Liaison is like a link or bridge. It helps two people,

organizations, or corporations, communicate and work together.
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